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Bright Future for Tuna: Management Procedure Development of Southern Bluefin Tuna

National Research Institution of Far Seas Fisheries

Southern Bluefin Tuna (Thunnus maccoyil) lives mainly in the southern Indian Ocean and reaches a
length of over 2 m and a weight of over 200 kg. This fish is very valuable for Japan, who consumes it
exclusively in the Japanese sashimi market. It is caught by both longline fishery and surface fishery.
However, views of stock status were different among member countries of the Commission for the
Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) and they did not reach agreement of the total
allowance catch (TAC). Therefore, the CCSBT decided to develop Management Procedure (MP) in 2001.
MP is a set of rules, agreed in advance, to determine TAC from the available data. The development
process of MP in the CCSBT mainly consists of two stages: (1) developing an operating model for
simulating population dynamics, and (2) comparing and selecting MPs to determine TAC. We would

like to show an overview of this challenging process of MP development and some problems.



